
Strategies for Building
Digitized Collections

by Abby Smith

September 2001

Digital Library Federation
Council on Library and Information Resources
Washington, D.C.



Ill

Contents

Preface iv

Acknowledgments vi

1. Introduction 1
1.1. Defining a Sustainable Strategy 2

2. Identification, Evaluation, and Selection 4
2.1. Policies, Guidelines, and Best Practices 4
2.2. Rationales for Digitization 7

2.2.1. Preservation 7
2.2.1.1. Surrogates 7
2.2.1.2. Replacements 7

2.2.2. Access 8
2.2.2.1. Access for Outreach and Community Goals 8
2.2.2.2. Building Collections 9
2.2.2.3. Meeting Use and Infrastructure Needs 10

General Collections 12
Special Collections 13

3. Institutional Impacts 15
3.1. Treatment and Disposition of Source Materials 15
3.2. Scalability 16
3.3. Intellectual Control and Data Management 19
3.4. Coordinated Collection Development 21
3.5. Funding 22
3.6. Preservation 23
3.7. Support of Users 25

4. Conclusions and Recommendations 26
4.1. Costs ! 26
4.2. Benefits 28
4.3. Looking Ahead 29
4.4. Recommendations 30

5. References 32


