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THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 

Traditionally, this gospel was written first of the four, 
and in the Hebrew, that is presumably in the Aramaic, 
language. Its author's conversion is recorded in Matthew 
ix. 9; he is given the name of Levi in Mark ii. 14, Luke v. 
27. There is no agreement about the date of its composition, 
except that this was before A.D. 70; nor is anything known 
about the circumstances of its translation into Greek. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 
The author of this gospel has always been identified with 

the John Mark mentioned in Acts xii. 12, and (as a com
panion of St. Paul and St. Barnabas) later in the same book. 
He is several times mentioned in St. Paul's episdes, but 
tradition tells us that he was also closely associated with St. 
Peter (cf. 1 Peter v. 13) and that his gospel enshrines St. 
Peter's own reminiscences. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LTJKB 
The first verse of this gospel shews that its author wrote 

it before the Acts of the Apostles (Acts i. 1), and its date is 
therefore probably earlier than St. Paul's release from his 
first imprisonment. He is mentioned more than once in St. 
Paul's epistles, which describe him as a doctor. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 
The author's own description of himself at the end of this 

gospel identifies him as one of the twelve apostles, John the 
son of Zebedee. Tradition tells us, and the nature of the 
book itself suggests, that it was written at a late date in his 
long life, perhaps not much before the end of the first 
century. 

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 
The author of this book claims to have been an eye

witness of much he records, from xvi. 10 onwards. His 
opening verse identifies him as St. Luke, the author of the 
third gospel (see above); some think, since he speaks there 
of a 'first, not a 'former' book, that he thought of writing 
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a sequel, completing the history of St. Paul's life. It is 
natural to suppose, from the circumstance that he does not 
mention St. Paul's release from prison (about A.D. 62), that 
the book itself was composed at that time, or a little earlier. 

THE EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE PAXIL TO THE ROMANS 318 
This epistle was written, it seems, to pacify a feud be

tween Jewish and Gentile Christians at Rome, evidently 
(xv. 25) just before St. Paul's last journey to Jerusalem, that 
is, about A.O. 57. 

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE PAUL TO THE 
CORINTHIANS 355 

This epistle is dated by the visit of Apollo to Corintb 
(Acts xix. 1), and by St. Paul's journey to Jerusalem with 
die alms of the Gentile churches; that is, between 53 and 57. 
A comparison of xvi. 8 and 9 with Rom. xv. 23 suggests 
that it was written before the epistle to the Romans. It 
deals with various points, mostly of Church order. 

THE SECOND EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE PAUL TO THE 
CORINTHIANS 393 

It is generally agreed that this epistle was written only a 
short time after the First, though it is possible that another 
letter (ii. 4) and even another visit (xiii. 1) may have 
altered the situation in the meantime. The apostle is chiefly 
concerned to refute and warn those who belittled his 
authority. Both these epistles were written from Ephesus 
(Acts xix. 1). 

THE EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE PAUL TO THE GALA-TUNS 417 
This is an urgent plea to St. Paul's converts, probably in 

Southern but possibly in Northern Galatia, to resist the 
agitation which demanded that Gentile Christians should 
adopt circumcision, and other Jewish usages. It is the 
earliest of all the epistles, if the visit mentioned in ii. 2 is the 
same as that recorded in Acts xi. 30. But those who identify 
this visit with the visit recorded in Acts xv. prefer a later 
date, perhaps that of the Episde to the Romans, with 
which it has much in common. 
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THE EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE PAUL TO THE EPHESIANS 431 
This is thought by some to have been an encyclical letter, 

not particularly addressed to Ephesus. The name is left 
blank in a few extant manuscripts, and there are no saluta
tions at the end. It seems evident that it was written at the 
same time as the Epistle to the Colossians, both being en
trusted to Tychicus (Eph. vi. 21, Col. iv. 7); and it alludes, 
though in a more general fashion, to the same subjects. 

THE EPISTLE OF THB BLESSED APOSTLE PAUL TO THE PHUJPPIANS 443 
A letter written to thank the people of Philippi, in Mace

donia (Acts xvi. 12), for sending St. Paul assistance during 
his imprisonment at Rome; probably his first imprison
ment, since he is expecting release (ii. 24). This would date 
it between A.D. 60 and 62. 

THE EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE PAXIL TO THE COLOSSIANS 451 
This letter was also written from prison, and sent to

gether with the Epistle to Philemon (see below). At the 
same time, another letter was addressed to the Laodiceans 
(iv. 16), which is now lost, unless those authors are right 
who identify it with the Epistle to the Ephesians. Both 
Colossae and Laodicea were cities in Asia Minor, well in
land and due east of Ephesus. The Apostle here warns 
Christians against a kind of false doctrine very much like 
that afterwards taught, in these parts, by the Gnostic here
tics; it exalted the position of the holy Angels, to the preju
dice of our Lord's unique position as Mediator, and also 
enjoined a superstitious land of asceticism. 

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE PAUL TO THE 
THESSALONIANS 460 

St. Paul first visited Thessalonica, now Salonica, in the 
course of his second missionary journey, just after he had 
been freed from prison at Philippi owing to an earthquake. 
The Thessalonians were anticipating the immediate return 
of our Lord in judgement, ana it seems likely that some of 
them were neglecting all secular duties in consequence 
(iv. 11, n Thess. iii. 6-12). St. Paul writes to them, evid-
ently, only a short time after his visit, about A.D. 52. 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE PAUL TO THE 
THESSALONIANS 4^7 

This epistle was probably written quite soon after the one 
just mentioned, and deals with the same state of affairs. 

THE FIRST EPISTLE OP BLESSED PAUL THE APOSTLE TO TIMOTHY 47a 
This epistle is usually assigned to the period between the 

two imprisonments of St. Paul, somewhere between A.D. 62 
and 66. St. Timothy, who is first mentioned in Acts xvi. 1, 
had frequently accompanied St. Paul's journeys, and had 
now been left behind to take charge of the church at Ephe-
sus, with various pastoral duties over which the Apostle 
sends him directions. 

THE SECOND EPISTLE OP THE BLESSED APOSTLE PAUL TO 
TIMOTHY 483 

St. Timothy is still evidently in Asia Minor (iv. 13), but 
St. Paul is now a prisoner in Rome, and sends for him; the 
date will be about A.D. 66. 

THE EPISTLE OP THE BLESSED APOSTLE PAUL TO Trrus 489 
St. Titus, first mentioned in Gal. ii. 1, and frequently in 

n Corinthians, seems to have been left in Crete about the 
same time when St. Timothy was left at Ephesus, and this 
letter is nearly allied, both in date and in subject matter, to 
the former of the two epistles just mentioned. 

THE EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE PAUL TO PHILEMON 493 
This letter was evidently written late in St. Paul's life 

(verse 9, cf. Acts vii. 57), but it is usually attributed to bis 
first, not to his second imprisonment in Rome; he is 
hoping for a release (verse 22). This letter, then, with the 
Epistle to the Colossians, should be dated about 60-62. He 
asks Philemon to take back his runaway slave Onesimus. 

THE EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE PAUL TO THE HEBREWS 495 
During the first three centuries, some doubts were felt 

in the western (though not in the eastern) Church whether 
this book was written by St. Paul. But it is now accepted 
by the Church as his, although the difference of its style 
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from that of his other epistles has led some to suppose that 
he dictated only the substance of it, and left the writing to 
another hand. It is in any case an essay rather than an epistle 
in form, though the last few verses shew that it was sent as 
a letter, with a brief personal postscript. It is a warning 
against apostasy in time of persecution, especially designed 
to shew that this is much less pardonable under the New than 
under die Old Dispensation. It was written from Italy, 
probably during St. Paul's second imprisonment, and its 
references to persecution may perhaps be compared with 
those in I Peter. 

THE UNIVERSAL EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE JAMES 524 
The canonicity of this book was doubted by some early 

writers in the east, but was later admitted by the Church at 
large. The James who puts his name to it is commonly 
identified, not with the son of Zebedee, but with James the 
son of Alphaeus; and therefore (almost certainly) with 
James 'the brother of the Lord' (Gal. i. 19). The centre of 
his apostolate was Jerusalem itself (Acts xxi. 18 and else
where), and it was with Christians of Jewish birth that his 
ministry was chiefly concerned. Some date the epistle 
earlier than A.D. 30, and its references to destitution and 
the callousness of the rich would fit in well with the cir
cumstances of the famine under Claudius (Acts xi. 28). But 
it is clear that there was still distress to be relieved at Jerusa
lem ten years later (Acts xxiv. 17, Romans xv. 26), and the 
episde may have been written at any time during what was, 
traditionally, a long life. 

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE-PETER 533 
The Babylon from which this letter was sent (v. 13) is 

generally admitted to have been Rome; and some think 
that Silvanus (v. 12) was not a mere messenger who carried 
it, but an interpreter who drew it up according to the mind 
of St. Peter. The most probable opinion as to its date is 
that it was written during Nero's persecution, not long 
before the Apostle's death in A.D. 67. It is likely that he had 
preached in the countries he mentions in i. 1. 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE PETER 543 
This letter alludes to the First Epistle (iii. 1), but there is 

no reason to think it was written much later. Its composi
tion, some think, was entrusted to a different 'interpreter'. 
It has strong affinities with the Epistle of St. Jude (see be
low). Its authenticity seems to have been disputed by some 
early writers. 

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE JOHN 550 
There is every reason to think, from internal evidence, 

that this work was written by the author of the fourth 
Gospel (see above), and the Christian tradition ascribes it 
to St. John, son of Zebedee, although here, as in the Gospel 
and in the other two epistles, he has deliberately withheld 
his name from us. It was probably written in Asia Minor 
towards the end of the first century A.D. 

THE SECOND EPISTLE OF BLESSED JOHN THE APOSTLE 
The authenticity of this letter was, in early times, a matter 

of some dispute. It is probable (cf. verse 13) that the Elect 
Lady addressed was a church, not an individual. 

THE THIRD EPISTLE OF BLESSED JOHN THE APOSTLE 561 
The same doubts were entertained about this letter as 

about the one just mentioned. Nothing is known from 
other sources about the persons named in it. 

THE UNIVERSAL EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE JUDE 562 
The doubts felt in early times about including this' book 

in the canon of scripture were probably due to the quota
tion it makes (in verse 14) from the uncanonical work 
known as the Book of Enoch. The Jude who wrote it is 
commonly identified with the Judas or Thaddaeus who 
was one of the Twelve Aposdes, and (though less certainly) 
with the Judas mentioned among our Lord's 'brethren' 
(Matthew xiii. 5s). Nothing is known about the date at 
which it was'written, but internal evidence suggests that it 
was intended to warn Christians against the same dangers 
which called forth the Second Epistle of St. Peter, and that 
the two may actually have been inspired by a common 
purpose. 
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THE APOCALYPSE OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE JOHN 
The authenticity of this work was very early recognized; 

and its late inclusion in the undisputed canon of Scripture 
was probably due to the support claimed from it by the 
Millennarian heretics, who looked forward to a visible 
thousand-year reign of Christ on earth. Tradition tells us 
that St. John was exiled to Patmos in the reign of the 
emperor Domitian (A.D. 81-96). The Greek in which it is 
written is illiterate compared with that of the Gospel and 
the three Epistles, as if its transcription or translation had 
been undertaken by some unpractised hand. 
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